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Westwood High School wins top prize in the Schools’ Environment Programme 
 
Westwood High School was named the “most environmentally 
aware” school in the Schools’ Environment Programme (SEP) 
for the second consecutive year. Westwood emerged the national  
winner from 200 schools island wide in SEP for 2004/2005 to 
take home the First Caribbean International Bank (FCIB) tro-
phy at the Schools’ Environment Programme’s 8th Annual  
National Awards Ceremony held at Terra Nova Hotel on Sep-
tember 28, 2005. Second and third place went to Airy Castle Pri-
mary and Clonmel Primary and Junior High respectively. 
 
In addition to winning the national prize, Westwood also won 
sectional prizes for Best Whole School Approach, Garbage Man-
agement, Environment Club and Environmental Research and is 
the only school to be promoted to the Advanced Schools Divi-
sion this year. Second place winner, Airy Castle Primary won 
sectional prizes for Best Curriculum Infusion, Very Knowledge-
able Students, Garbage Management and Environment Club and Clonmel Primary and Junior High won prizes for 
Best Kept School Yard and Environment Club. 

 
Other national winners for the 2004/2005 school year were the first 
and second place Junior and Senior schools in the Advanced Schools 
Research Competition which was implemented for the first time 
last year. In the Senior division, Ferncourt High was awarded 1st 
place for their project on the  study of the Yellow-billed Parrot and 
McGrath High second place for their project on alternative energy 
sources. In the Junior section, West Indies College Prep won first 
place for their research project on deforestation, while there was a 
tie for second place between Sandy Bay Primary and Gideon Educa-
tional Centre for their respective research projects on wetlands, and  
water purification and water borne diseases.  
 
Sixty-five of the 200 schools that entered the competition were 

awarded prizes this year. Prizes were also awarded for first and second place junior and senior winners at the regional 
level and for special effort and overall performance in selected categories at the national level.  
 
Due to financial constraints the number of schools in SEP 2005/2006 had to be reduced from 200 to 100. However, the 
Jamaica Environment Trust (JET) will continue to host training workshops for teachers from the 353 schools that have 
participated in SEP in the past. 1 

Westwood High School  teachers and students proudly 
display their trophies at the SEP Awards Ceremony.  

 

The SEP national Junior and Senior winners.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Members’ Meeting                                        
It was great to see many of our members at the last meet-
ing on Thursday, September 15, 2005. Diana McCaulay, 
JET’s CEO, gave a PowerPoint presentation entitled , 
“Environmental Governance in Jamaica: A case of persis-
tent regulatory failure.” 
 
Our next members’ meeting will be held on Thursday, 
January 19, 2006 at the Terra Nova Hotel.  
 

National Tree Planting Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JET staff planting a poui tree on the front lawn at the  
office in observance of National Tree Planting Day  
on October 7, 2005.   

 

Sustainability Fund  
As of October  2005, the Fund stood at $16.9 million. 

 

Recycling 
JET is now recycling HDPE ‘2’ plastics, along 
with PET  bottles, green, brown and transpar-
ent glass bottles, office paper and newspaper 
and cardboard boxes, but not juice boxes. 
HDPE ‘2’ bottles include the Tru-Juice, 

bleach, detergent and dishwashing liquid bottles.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

JET’s 12th Annual Beach Clean-up  
Saturday, September 17, 2005  

 
336 volunteers representing 23 schools from primary to 
tertiary level, 14 private sector companies, eight non-
governmental and one governmental organization partici-
pated in the Jamaica Environment Trust’s (JET) 12th An-
nual Beach Clean-Up of the Palisadoes strip on Saturday, 
September 17, 2005 on International Coastal Clean-up 
Day. 
 
This year JET decided to focus more on the educational 
aspect of the activity and less on the number of volun-
teers. As part of the educational programme this year, all 
volunteers had to attend a training workshop prior to the 
clean-up. We had planned to accommodate only 100 vol-
unteers, but 336 showed up on the day of the event. 
Beach clean-up has become a calendar event as people 
were calling the office even before the invitations were 
sent out. 
 

Volunteers worked in 
teams of four to six 
from 8:00 a.m. until 
11:30 a.m. and com-
pleted sixty-seven 
data cards. They col-
lected 275½ bags of 
garbage from both 
sides of the strip be-
tween the Harbour 
View roundabout and 
the Norman Manley 

International Airport, a distance of 3 km. The top five 
most numerous types of garbage collected were PET bot-
tles (4,763), caps and lids (2,658), plastic bags (2,540), cups, 
plates, knives, forks and spoons (2,213) and food wrap-
pers/containers (1,750). 
 
An added feature of this year’s clean up was the separa-
tion of the garbage collected into non-recyclables and re-
cyclables items. The recyclables were taken back to JET’s 
recycling depot at 11 Waterloo Road and the non-
recyclables were collected by the National Solid Waste 
Management Authority (NSWMA). The volunteers were 
also instructed to bring their own drinking containers in 
order to reduce the amount of litter generated from the 
event.  
 
JET would like to thank its members and all the volun-
teers and the 27 sponsors who donated in cash and kind 
to make this event successful. 
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(l-r) Kerry-
Ann, 
Nadia,       
Norma, 
Oliver 

 
Volunteers picking up garbage 
along the Palisadoes beach strip. 

"If you want one year of prosperity, plant corn. 
If you want ten years of prosperity, plant trees. 
If you want one hundred years of prosperity,  

              educate people." — Chinese proverb 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Returning home after ten days away, I went to the Jamaica  
Observer’s website and searched with the keyword “flooding.”  
The website returned fifty hits.  I read article after article about 
impassable roads, communities marooned, houses in water up 
to their eaves, cars stalled, personal stories of loss and tragedy  
and warnings of a staggering bill for the overburdened  
Jamaican taxpayer.  Relatively few articles contained state-
ments from the responsible government agencies.  Those that 
did demonstrated the usual picture of buck-shuffling, avoid-
ance of responsibility and a list of good intentions.  The  
National Environment and Planning Agency, claimed to be 
helpless with regard to Kennedy Grove because of an 
“outdated development order.”  Yet the Natural Resources 
Conservation Authority (NRCA) Act empowers NEPA to 
“take such steps as are necessary for the effective management 
of the physical environment of Jamaica so as to ensure the con-
servation, protection and proper use of its natural resources.”  
Further, the Act states that the NRCA “shall not grant a per-
mit if it is satisfied that any activity connected with the enter-
prise, construction or development to which the application 
relates is or is likely to be injurious to public health or to any 
natural resources.”  I would have thought the situation at Ken-
nedy Grove qualified as presenting a threat both to the envi-
ronment and public health. 
 
I went on to read a letter from Mr. Allan Martin on October 
28th in the Observer on the subject of crocodiles.  Mr. Martin 
was exasperated that crocodiles should be protected at all.   
 
It struck me that the environmental difficulties we face in  
Jamaica are well illustrated both by the government’s response 
to the recent catastrophic flooding and Mr. Martin’s letter.  On 
the one hand, we have a group of government agencies that 
simply point fingers at each other and refuse to accept respon-
sibility for their own failings.  The plain fact of the matter is 
this:  Although Jamaica does have a problem with illegal, infor-
mal development, a great many “developments” causing im-
mense damage to the environment and threats to human health 
are entirely legal – they have been given permits by the very 
agencies which now seek to distance themselves from the  
disaster.   
 
Mr. Martin’s letter about crocodiles demonstrates the other 

side of the coin – a worrying ignorance and lack of concern 
about the natural environment among the general public.  Fol-
lowing decades of predation by humans until their numbers 
were at alarmingly low levels, our crocodiles (Crocodylus acu-
tus) were protected by law under the Wildlife Protection Act.  
This was then followed by further decades of habitat destruc-
tion and human encroachment into former crocodile areas.  
When the environmental movement cautioned against develop-
ments which would bring people into too-close proximity to 
these protected animals, we were accused of being anti-progress 
and anti-development.  We now have a situation which is diffi-
cult to solve – people living (and tourists vacationing) in close 
proximity to crocodiles.  The result has been a potentially dan-
gerous protected animal appearing in schools, on roads and – 
this is an image that keeps me awake nights – on the nude 
beach at a prominent Negril hotel.  (I am not making this up!) 
 

I hear and sympathize with voices from those affected by 
flooding, but as a veteran of many public meetings, I am quite 
sure that had the Kennedy Grove development been the sub-
ject of a public consultation, those who hoped to get houses 
would have been disinclined to listen to warnings about flood-
ing – especially when the houses were being sold at those 
prices.   
 
Here’s the situation, everybody:  Jamaica is a small island.  In 
the face of a steady series of hurricanes, we can’t evacuate to 
points north.  Rivers have flood plains – they’re going to flood 
on those plains.  And let’s be clear - rivers are not poodles, you 
can only train them so far.  If drains are blocked with garbage 
and not cleared, then they’re going to flood too.  If our devel-
opment practices remove wetlands, sea grass beds and degrade 
coral reefs, there will be less coastal protection from bad 
weather and we’re going to lose our beaches.  If we cover every 
available inch of land with monster hotels, massive highways 
and ill-planned housing in low-lying areas, we’re going to have 
sheet flooding because rain will be unable to permeate the soil.  
And if – as is the case in Jamaica – we have all of the above, 
natural hazards will inevitably become natural disasters.   
         
    (Published in The Daily Observer, 05/11 /05)            

Environmental Management Failures 
by Diana McCaulay 

The recently 
flooded  
Kennedy 
Grove 
(The 
Gleaner, 
25/10 /05) 

 
Section of Mandela 
Highway flooded  
after the recent rains 
during Hurricane 
Wilma. 
(The Gleaner 
20/10 /05) 
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Did you know... 
 

 
� Jamaica ranks 5th in endemic plants among the is-

lands of the world and 1st  in endemic birds for the 
Caribbean. 

 
� Eight hundred and twenty-two (27%) of  Jamaica’s 

3000 species of flowering plants are endemic. This 
includes 14% of the 579 species of ferns and 31% of 
the bromeliads and orchids. 

 
� Thirty ( ~12%) of the 	������	� hundred 

and fifty bird species that can be  
      observed in Jamaica are endemic.   
 
� Twenty-seven (27) of Jamaica’s reptiles, 21 of her 

amphibians, 3 of her bats and 20 of her butterflies 
are endemic. 

 
The Giant Swallowtail (Papilio homerus), 
one of our endemic butterflies, has a 
wing span of 15 cm and is the largest 
butterfly in the Western Hemisphere 
and the second largest in the world. 

 
� Jamaica’s biodiversity is protected under the 

United Nations Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) to which Jamaica became a 
signatory in 1995. 

�
Source:  
Clearing House Mechanism (www.jamaicachm.org.jm) 
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Members’ Meetings in 2006  
Meetings are held at Terra Nova 
Hotel, commencing at 5:15 p.m. 
The first 3 meetings are: 
 January 19th   
 March 16th  

                                   May 18th 

 
Membership dues 
Your membership dues for 2006 are due in January.  
Corporate         $10,000 
Family                $1,000 
Individual              $500 
Comm./Asso.       $100 
Teacher                 $100 
Student                  $100 
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