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Approximately 450 volunteers participated in the Jamaica 
Environment Trust’s (JET) 13th annual beach clean-up of the 
Palisadoes Strip on Saturday, September 16th, 2006.  The 
event was in observance of International Coastal Clean-up 
Day, which is celebrated in more than 60 countries world-
wide. 
 
Volunteers collected 260 bags of garbage, mostly plastics.  
There were 3,479 plastic bottles and 2,819 bottle caps.  Other 
items collected included plastic bags, plastic utensils, refrig-
erators and tyres.  The plastic bottles were recycled through 
the small recycling depot operated by JET. 
 
JET is also calling on the government to implement an is-
landwide recycling programme for PET plastic bottles, 

mostly soda and transparent juice bottles.  Over 200 volunteers at the beach clean-up signed the recycling petition. 
The signatures will be sent to Minister Dean Peart in the Ministry of Local Government and the Environment. 
 
According to Diana McCaulay, Chief Executive Officer of JET, over 200 signatures have already been submitted to 
Minister Peart and to date nothing has happened.  “We will continue advocating for a recycling programme in Jamaica 
until the government implements one,” Ms. McCaulay said. 
 
She went on to say, “The improper disposal of plastic bottles is a big problem in Jamaica.  As in previous years, data 
collected from beach clean-ups of the Palisadoes Strip show that plastic bottles account for most of the garbage.   Last 
year when we did the clean-up after heavy rains, we collected 4,500 plastic bottles.” 
 
William Samuels, member of the youth organization, Children First said, “Before the beach clean-up I had no idea 
that so many different types of plastics could be recycled.  I think this is something that the government should invest 
in so we will have less plastic bottles washing up on our beaches.  If nothing is done, this will come back to hurt us as  
overseas visitors will not come here if we have too much garbage on the beach.” 
 
The data collected will be sent to the Ocean Conservancy in the United States, the international coordinator for Inter-
national Coastal Clean-up Day, which will include it in their database on marine debris worldwide. 
 
This year’s beach clean-up was sponsored by the Airports Authority of Jamaica, NEM Insurance Company Ltd., Ja-
maica Broilers Group Ltd., The Gleaner Company Limited, United Nations Environment Programme, Jamaica En-
ergy Partners, National Environmental Societies Trust, Hilton Kingston Jamaica Hotel and other members of corpo-
rate Jamaica.   

Large Turnout of Volunteers Cleans Palisadoes Strip 

Staff of the Jamaica Public Service participating in JET’s 13th 

annual beach clean-up of the Palisadoes Strip. 
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Members’ Meeting     
Many thanks to all our members who attended the last 
meeting on Thursday, September 14th  at the Hilton King-
ston Jamaica Hotel.  The meeting was used as a training ses-
sion for persons participating in JET’s 13th annual beach 
clean-up of the Palisadoes Strip on International Coastal 
Clean-up Day.  JET is grateful to the Hilton Kingston Ja-
maica Hotel for donating the space  
 
Our next members’ meeting will be on Thursday, Novem-
ber 16th at the Terra Nova All-Suite Hotel at 5:15 p.m. The 
topic of discussion will be the Cockpit Country. 
 

JET’s 15th Year Anniversary 
Thanks to everyone who supported JET’s 15th anniversary 
benefit performance of Al Gore’s documentary film “An 
Inconvenient Truth” on Monday, July 24th.  In celebration 
of our 15 years, the following individuals and organizations 
who have been very supportive of JET were honoured.    
�� Outstanding Corporate Support -  
                        Hon. Gordon “Butch” Stewart, C.D., O.J.   
�� Most Generous Individual Donor - 
                         Chris Blackwell, O.J.   
�� Outstanding Donor - 
                          Environmental Foundation of Jamaica  
�� Outstanding Corporate Support  
     Errol T. Ziadie, J.P. and NEM Insurance 
     Wayne McKenzie and Jamaica Energy Partners             
     Sharon Donaldson and General Accident Insurance 
�� Outstanding Legal Advice –  
                             Dennis Morrison, Q.C. 
�� Outstanding Public Sector Support -  
     Basil Fernandez, O. D. 
                            Gina Sanguinetti-Phillips 
�� Outstanding Support from the Media –  
                             Dionne Jackson-Miller 
�� Outstanding Members –  
                             Richard and Jean Riley 
�� Extraordinary Student Leadership –  
                             Aldane Maragh 

St. Jago Prep Wins  SEP Top Award  
St. Jago Cathedral Prep 
was named the “Most 
Environmentally Aware 
School” for 2005/6 at 
the Jamaica Environ-
ment Trust’s (JET) 
Schools’ Environment 
Programme (SEP) 9th 

National Awards Cere-
mony in July 2006.  St. 
Jago emerged the win-
ner from approximately 
120 schools islandwide 
and walked away with 
the top prize of the First 
Caribbean International 

Bank (FCIB) trophy.  They also won national prizes for 
Best Whole School Approach and Best Environmental Dis-
play, and regional prizes for Environment Club and Envi-
ronmental Research. Second and third places went to St. 
James College and Port Antonio High respectively. 

 
Other national winners included the schools in the Ad-
vanced Schools Research Competition. West Indies College 
Prep won first place for the second consecutive year for 
their research entitled “Water Conservation.”  Second place 
was awarded to Negril All Age for their research entitled 
“Decreasing Solid Waste at Negril All Age” and third place 
went to May River Primary for their research entitled “The 
Pollution of May River.” 
 
SEP 2005/6 was supported by the Ministry of Education 
and Culture, the CHASE Fund, GOJ/CIDA ENACT, Ja-
maica Energy Partners, First Caribbean International Bank, 
Nestle Jamaica Ltd., Citigroup, Industrial Gases Limited, 
URGE, West Indies Alumina Company and Jamaica Pro-
ducers Group. 

 
Sustainability Fund 
As of September 2006 the fund stood at $19.9 million. 

 
EFJ funds Teachers’ College Project 
The Environmental Foundation of Jamaica (EFJ) approved 
funding for Phase 2 of the Teachers’ Colleges biodiversity 
project.  The programme will be implemented in collabora-
tion with the Joint Board of Teachers Education (JBTE) in 
nine colleges island wide.  The colleges will implement year-
long projects on biodiversity through their science and envi-
ronmental clubs, as well as infuse topics on biodiversity into  
the relevant JBTE curricula.  
 

Jamie Hall of  St. Jago Cathedral Prep 
collects the winning trophy from Mil-
ton Brady, Managing Director of First 
Caribbean International Bank.  
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The Schools’ Environment Programme (SEP) Faces Immediate Closure  

JET Attends the BirdLife Regional Caribbean Meeting in Puerto Rico 

After nine years spent delivering quality environmental 
education to Jamaican teachers and students, the Schools’ 
Environment Programme (SEP) faces immediate closure.  
Administered by the Jamaica Environment Trust (JET), 
SEP has been implemented in over 350 schools islandwide, 
training more than 600 teachers and over 350,000 students 
in the conservation and sustainable use of Jamaica’s natu-
ral resources.  
 
“Essentially, we rely on a mix of donor funding and a sub-
vention from the Ministry of Education and Youth,” said 
Diana McCaulay, Chief Executive Office of the Jamaica 
Environment Trust. “We just heard that the Ministry can 
no longer support us.”  
 
Teachers who have participated in the programme over 
the years are also sorry to see it go. 
 
“The closure of SEP would be a great loss to the schools.  
It is the only programme with a whole school approach.  
Also, the school is also a lot greener because of SEP and 
the students are very enthusiastic about doing the environ-
mental projects,” said Paulette Chedda, Principal of St. 
Jago Cathedral Prep in St. Catherine, the National SEP 

Winner for 2005/6 and participating school since 2000. 
 
Another principal, Jeffrey Campbell, at the Inverness Pri-
mary and Infant School in St. Ann emphasised the other 
benefits of SEP.  She said, “We now have a better relation-
ship with the community as students had to do commu-
nity outreach projects as a requirement for SEP.  They 
also take more pride in keeping their environment clean.  
Even my four year olds will complain if they see someone 
littering.” 
 
SEP has been scaled down from over 350 schools to just 
over 100 schools over the past two years because of fund-
ing constraints. 
 
SEP focuses on four areas: Managing Garbage, Greening 
of School Grounds, Environment Club and Environ-
mental Research.  Participating schools have to implement 
a project in each of these four areas, as well as involve the 
community in some aspect of the project.  Biannual 
teacher training workshops are also held islandwide for 
principals and teachers from all schools that have been a 
part of the programme since its inception in 1997.  
 

On June 20, 2006, Nadia Spence, JET’s Senior Project Co-
ordinator visited Puerto Rico to attend a five-day Birdlife 
Regional Caribbean meeting.  The purpose of the meeting 
was to report on JET’s activities under the project, as well 
as, learn about other activities and conservation efforts in 
the region.  
 
Representatives from 11 countries, as well as staff from the 
Birdlife secretariat in the United Kingdom attended the 
meeting.  Persons represented various groups such as 
Audubon, Conservation International, Society for the 
Conservation and Study of Caribbean Birds (SCSCB), 
United Nations Environment Programme-Caribbean Envi-
ronment Programme (UNEP-CEP) and non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) across the region. 
 
According to Nadia, “It was enlightening and interesting 
to hear about other partners’ experience. They ranged 
from getting news published in Montserrat, site support 
groups in the Bahamas to having festivals with community 
groups in Dominican Republic. Even though the topics 
varied greatly, a common thread throughout was the im-
portance of environmental education and tailoring the 
message to reach different groups.  JET’s SEP program 

which is used as 
a medium to 
spread the mes-
sage here, is 
mainly focused 
o n  sch o o ls 
while in other 
countries, the 
activities target 
the communi-
ties, as well as 
schools. 
 
 

This was a valuable experience for me, especially the finan-
cial and project planning training I received. I also got a 
chance to see some of the historic sites of Puerto Rico, 
such as Old San Juan.  It was also good to meet other part-
ners in the region and see where Jamaica fits in the regional 
picture, and what more could be done here under the 
BirdLife International project.” 
 
 

Participants at the BirdLife Regional Caribbean 
meeting bird watching in a wetland in Puerto 
Rico. 
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Members’ Meetings for 2006 & 2007 
Members’ meetings are held every two 
months on the third Thursday of the 
month.  Meetings are held at the Terra 

Nova All-Suite Hotel starting at 5:15 p.m. The next 
three meetings are: 
 
November 16, 2006 
January 18, 2007 
March 15, 2007 

 

 
Did you know… 
 
�� The bottlenose dolphin is one of the 15 species of 

dolphin found in Jamaica’s waters. 
 
�� It is the most common dolphin used in captive facili-

ties and for scientific research.   
 
�� Dolphins communicate with body movements and 

sounds that they produce using six air sacs near their 
blow hole.   

 
�� They breathe through their blowhole which is closed 

under water so they have to surface every 5 - 8 min-
utes to breathe. 

 
�� Dolphins never truly go to sleep. Half of their brain 

is always active. They spend 1/3 of their day sleeping 
or resting, 1/3 eating and 1/3 playing or making love. 

 
 

�� Dolphins and 
bonobo 
chimps are 
the only ani-
mals other 
than humans 
that have sex 
for fun. 

 
�� Dolphins feed 

mainly on small fish. They swallow their food whole 
as their peg-like teeth are used for grasping, not chew-
ing. If they find a shoal of fish they keep them close 
together to maximize the harvest.  Sometimes they 
will stun the fish by whacking it with their fluke 
(tail). 

 
�� There is insufficient data to determine the status of 

the bottlenose dolphin.  Trade in the species is regu-
lated by Appendix ll of CITES (Convention on Inter-
national Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Flora 
and Fauna).   

     * For information on captive dolphin facilities in Jamaica and         
          the Caribbean, visit JET’s website at www.jamentrust.org 

 

Copyright Dr. Robert Kenney 

Source: Wells, R.S. & M.D.  Scott. 2002 Bottlenose Dolphins. In “Encyclopedia of Marine Mammals”  
             (W.F. Perrin, B. Wursig & J.G.M. Thewisseneds.) pp. 122 –126 Academic Press 
             Wikepedia Encyclopedia (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bottlenose_Dolphin) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact: Yolande Rattray Wright 
               21 Mannings Hill Road, Kingston 10 
               Tel: 905-9257/314-2290 


