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dents at the secondary
and tertiary levels, particu-
larly those who would be
covering the subject in
their studies and prepara-
tions for external exami-
nations.
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pated in a morning semi-
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Teacher 5-6 |Students and teachers get an up close look at red|méhere was also an after-
Training groves as they tour the Port Royal Cays. noon field trip to the
Workshops UWI Port Royal Marine
on climate International Biodiversity Day was celebrated on Thursp for a boat tour of the
change day, May 22, 2008. The Jamaica Environment Tttt Royal mangroves.

(JET) commemorated the day by hosting their very first
International 6 workshop for students in association with the UNE® |earnt about the impor-

Year of the Caribbean Environment Programme (CEP). The eveflice of the mangroves
Reef recognized the culmination of the 7th annual Caribbegj coral reefs, the things

Endemic Bird Festival that runs between April 22ight are done to destroy
Wetland 7 (Earth Day) and May 22nd (International Biodiversijem and what we need
Birds Day) yearly. to do to preserve them.

This also helps me in my

Thankyou 8 The day's events were carried out under the the@€graphy and Biology
SEP Sponsor “Treasure our Wetlands"and was geared toward stu- Cont'd on page 2...
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studies,” said Narsha Mason,
student of St Andrew High

Who am 1?

School for Girls

Dr. Byron Wilson, a conservatiop
biologist at the University of thq
West Indies gave a presentatip
on some of Jamaica’'s wetlan
areas and some of the majpr
threats to these areas. Ke&kxnn

Curtis and Andrea Fender Long
man of JET, continued on wit
more detailed discussions outli
ing the types of wetland birds and
mangroves encountered in J

maica. Nadia Spence, also of JHT,

finished up the morning session.
with games that helped students
to identify some positive an(
negative characteristics of map-
groves and also to understand
relationship that exists betwegn
animal populations and the avall-
able resources in their habitats.

| originated
in the Old World
and crossed the
Atlantic, flying
from Africa to
South America.

| am white with an orange
buff head and black plumg
during the breeding seaso

| follow livestock, feeding d
insects that have been
flushed up from the grass.

| normally roost in large
colonies

Turn to page 7 for answer
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SEP Calendar
2008

June 2nd—June 15th
National Judging & Advanced
Schools Research Competitio

=]

June 3 —June 2°M
Final school visits

June 26
National Awards

Ceremony

Students and teachers in a seminar at the Liguanea Club (left) and at sea (right) as the
International Biodiversity Day 2008 by attending JET’s workshop on wetlands.

>‘ recognize
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Caribbean Endemic Bird Festival and Earth Day 2008

St. Jago Cathedral Preparatory
School proved the victors in the
poetry competition, while Wol-
mer’'s Girls School for girls
walked away with first prize in
the song competition.

The talent of the Wolmerian’s
again shone brightly when they
also came out on top in the sen-
ior division of the poster compe-
tition. St. Martin De Porres Pri-

mary and Junior High School
took first place in the junior

division.
Neipha Stewart of UNEP explains the importance of healthy oceans fo stu-
dents of the Queens Preparatory School, in celebration oDE@2008 “The students enjoyed every-

thing; the refreshments and ac-
tivittes and entertainment” said
Ann-Maria Cassi of New Day
Primary School. “Overall it was
good and they were excited
about having comerd3dn the
song competition. The Junior
High students were jealous of
them since it was the primary
students that went and they are
looking forward to coming next
year”, she added.

On Friday, April 22, 2008 JET ment Planning Agency, the United
celebrated Earth Day at their Nations Environment Programme
offices by hosting theird@dn-  and the University of the West
nual Caribbean Endemic Bird Indies Climate Studies Group.
Festival (CEBF) under the
theme“Climate Change: Its  Other activities for the day in-
effects on Jamaica's coastal cluded art and craft projects, bird
ecosystems, endemic and games, audiisual presentations,
migratory birds”. a simulated birdwatch trail and
poster, song and poetry competi-
Exhibitions were set up by JET tions.
gnd;tzle_fr o‘;ganl_zatlot?]s \;”CIU‘_j'eSt dent I d to Vi The festival was coordinated by
ing Birdlife Jamaica, the JamaicéStudents were well prepared to vie,, Society for the Conservation
Conservation and Development for first prize in the competitions : :
. . . and Study of Caribbean Birds
Trust, the Jamaica Society forand performed their song and .
. ) . ... (SCSCB) as part of its 7th annual
the Prevention of Cruelty to poem entries for the judges with
. . . event staged yearly between
Animals, the Meteorological flair.
Office, the National Environ- Cont'd page 4
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Kerry-Ann Curtis presents the St. Jago Cathedral Preparatory Hn

ment Protectors with their prize.

April 22 (Earth Day) and May 22 Sponsors for this year's festiv
were Brooklyn Supermarket, Ca
ibbean Endemic Bird Festiva
Also as a part of this year's CEBEo|dfield Industries (Big Jo), Cor]
celebration, JET hosted a birdsglidated Bakeries (Purity
watch at the Hope Botanical Gakarthhound Jamaica Ltd., Genel
dens on Saturday, April 19th &ccident Insurance Co. Ltd., I
6:30 am. Approximately 23 pafand Grill, Juici Patties, Lan Intg
ticipants were in attendance.  grators, Lasco Distributors, Log

Branding, Maxfield Bakery, RS

Industries (Homestyle Juiceg

(International Biodiversity Day).

The day began with a short intr

duction by Mr. John Fletcher OTr{ibutors (Crazy Jim)
Birdlife Jamaica, outlining the) .4 Nations Environment

and short mention was made
those that were likely to be seen
throughout the day. He then led
the group along and assisted in
identifying a total of 107 birds.

ainbow Awnings, S & S Dis}
SCSCB

It's judging time
again!

Its that time
of year again!
Beginning
May 12", 2008
schools  suc-
cessfully im-
plementing activities in all prd
gramme categories of the
School’'s Environment Prg
gramme, will be assessed un
il watchful eye of the judges.

Her

Regional judging will run from
[May 12" - 21% and the begt
schools from this set will moyje

.
on to national judging.

Q.

The national judging perig
E;{pegins on June ¥oand runs
L until June 28.
hJudging for advanced schogls
mwill commence, June 42008
and end on June 12008.

Best of luck to all participatin
yschools.

O
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Who am 1?

contin-

| have a deeply
forked tail and a
long hooked bill.

| am a master of
flight.

| will harass other

sea birds until they
drop their catch,

which | will snatch in
mid air.

I will never alight on
land or water becaug
my short legs and
broad wings make it
difficult for me to
take off except from
a height such as the
limb of a tree or a
rock.

b2

My Latin name
means “tree swan

My numbers have
declined signifi-
cantly due to loss
of habitat and
hunting.

| am a nocturnal
feeder

My call is a haunt
ing four or five
syllable whistle.

Turn to page 7 for angwers

SEP teacher training workshops

With financial assis-

tance from UNEP and
the Ministry of Educa-
tion, the School's Envi-
ronment Programme
(SEP) was able to hos
a second set of profes
sional development
workshops for teacherg
in the 2007/2008 aca-
demic year. Eight work-
shops were held be-
tween February 19th
and March 6th, 2008

under the theméWe
are at risk: The ef-
fects of Climate

Change on Caribbean

These teachers are working hard to identify a
in their curricula in which climate change can

included.

be

Island States”.

Thirteen newly built

schools, were included in
the programme as sug-
gested by the education
transformation Team

(ETT) of the ministry of

Education, and were in-
vited to participate in the
programme. Representa-
tives from these schools
participated in a separate
introductory session in
which they received an

€agverview of SEP. They

Cont’'d page 6

were given a general in-
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troduction to the teacher training manual and
ticipated in discussions on the implementatio
environmental activities in schools. These tea

?ﬂfd you remember that 2008 is the

~
”

Iﬁl%rnational Year of the Reef?

then joined the larger group for the remainde
the workshop.

A total of 269 participants from 240 schools

tended the workshops, the aims of which were to
e

raise the level of awareness on climate chang
to provide teachers with resources and acti

that could be used in the classroom setting. $HE
main activities included a short quiz on climdl

change, a PowerPoint presentation on the th

that exist for small island states like Jamaica Wltitl]

continued climate change and a game entitled

were assisted with identifying the areas in thei
ricula in which climate change studies could
included.

“I think that this programme is very interesting
informative. This is an excellent means of char
the mentalities of the Jamaican people to the
ronment and how they affect it” said Stephen N
rison a teacher at Glen Preparatory school.

{

Lileith Jones of Catherine Hall Primary furt
stated, “The information received has made
more aware of the crisis our world is in and
need for us to make positive changes for our
vival [and that] of our descendants” stated anot

The Jamaica Environment Trust would like to
thank all our sponsors and participants for mak
this a successful event. We look forward to wor
with you again next year.
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In our last newsletter, we gave a general overvie
reef systems. In this issue we will focus on Jama

ggefs

zjgpently, Jamaica’s reefs suffer from a number
sses. Studies have shown thaffistérg, pollu-
'@1 and sediment from poor agricultural practice
glryanaged development on the coastal zone ar

-the major threats to our dying reefs. Our reefs
selpadly damaged that they are unable to carry ¢

such hurricanes, or to sustain industries sud
figperies and tourism.

be

A few of the steps that need to be taken to save
reefs include:

ﬂ{éluding fish sanctuaries and nursery areas.
E7KH UHVWRUDWLRQ DQG SU

fHew can you help?

-5HIUDLQ IURP HDWLQJ SD

reéfs healthy.
E -RLQ DQ HQYLURQPHQWDO
with coral reefs.

Source:
http://archive.wri.org/reefsatrisk/casestudy_text.cfm?ContentlD=3
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mate Challenge that was carried out in the sty guar function of coastal protection from natural disas-

the television game show Jeopardy. Finally, tea REts
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We are wetland birds

a) The Cattle Egret b) The Magnificent c) The West Indian
Bubulcus ibis Frigatebird Whistling Duck
Fregata magneficens Dendrocygna arborea

This bird is found only in the
West Indies. It is the largest of
eight species of Whistling Duck
to be found in the world. Its
Latin nameDendrocygna arborea,
meaning tree swan, acknowl-

Originally a native of Africa and The characteristic features of this
Asia, the cattle egret arrived in  bird make it very easily identi-
the Americas in the late 19th fied, those being, its stark black
century. Their main food source colour, long, pointed, narrow

in the wild isinsects but they are wings, deeply forked tail and

known to feed on frogs and liz- long hooked bill.
ards as well. They are opportun- edges the fact that many of these

istic feeders and will follow large t?"ds spend Iqrge parts of their
grazing herbivores such as the The Magnificent Frigatebird is time perched in trees around
rhinoceros or domestic livestock a@n expert at stealing fish from ~ mangroves, woodlands and
waiting to feed on the insects other seabirds while they are in Swamps. The call Of the duck is
that get stirred up from the soil ~ flight. They will also soar a haunting four to five syllable
or which live on these animals. through the air for hours, often ~ Whistle.
dipping to the sea to snatch fish
and other marine animals for
Adult birds normally have yel- their meal.
low or orange legs and bills and
white feathers, while immature

The populations of the West
Indian Whistling Duck have
greatly declined and are threat-

birds have black legs and bills. The female has white chest ~ €ned by poorly regulated, exces-
During the breeding season, feathers while the male bird has aSive hunting. They dep_end
their bills and |egs turn vivid red brilliant red throat, which it in- greatly on wetland habitats for

and the plumes on their heads flates during courtship. Frigate- food sources, protection and
and chests become an orange birds are excellent flyers and are breeding.
brown colour. among the most agile of the

world’s birds.



We would like to express our sincere gratitude to our sponsors.
We look forward to your continued support.

Thank you.
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