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Overwhelming Response to Environmental
Stewardship Workshops

guava orchard.

Over 350 principals, vipeincipals, ment Workshops, held October 14
teachers, and school board members to November 12, 2008. Represen-
from 251 schools island wide, partici- tatives from the Ministry of Educa-
pated in the Schools’ Environment Prdion, US Peace Corp, the media
gramme (SEP) Professional Develop-and environmental nen
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Overwhelming Response to Environmental Stewardship
Workshops cont’d...

government organizations alsovater conservation, solid  schools using the Problem Tree
attended. waste management, benefitsTechnique and then to strategi-
Under the theme of green school areas and_ cally plan to overcome this chal-
“Environmental Stewardship: green procurement were higltenge.

Building a green future for Ja- Iightgd. In addition, lively dis-
maican Schools”, the Jamaica CuSSions were generated and

Environment Trust (JET) participants were able to preMany teachers thought the
sought to raise the level of envieNt current environmental - Workshops were successful and

schools. The key pOint of the schools and to determine So_ChriStiana Leased Pl’imary Said,

o tions to th roblems. ... the information garnered from
}’;‘é{ktf]g‘t’fr‘“‘j‘{fnﬁq’ehr:g}:'ght thelutions o these p this workshop will be brought back to
friendly schools are bett%ar for my sc_hool anq in as much as possible
students. teachers. the commu-l-he schools were also en-  [we will] try to implement suggested
nity and s ociety in 'general couraged to incorporate envistrategies

" ronmental stewardship into
Participants were exposed to aheir school development -
wide range of environmental plans. Participants were At the request of the Ministry
actions geared towards makinghown how to decipher the ©f Education the workshop
their school compounds more root cause of an environ-  participants were also taken on
environmentally friendly and mental problem at their a tour of selected

safer. Areas such as energy and cont'd on page 5...

SEP Calendar of Events 2008

SeptembefFirst School Visits February-Professional Development Workshop

")

OctobeitProfessional Development Workshops March-Third School Visits

NovembeiProfessional Development Workshops| April -Regional Judging

DecembeFirst visit Report May -National Judging; Final School Visits

January-Second School Visits JuneAwards Ceremony
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Congratulations Port Morant Primary & Junior High

oo® "o, : Project and Very Knowledge-
able Students and St. Jago
Cathedral Prep won for Most
Creative Project.

MINISTRY OF

W 1 UCATION eo\)‘ ' Gp)

Other national winners for
the 2007/2008 school year
were the first and second
place Junior and Senior
schools in the Advanced
Schools Research Competi-
tion. At the senior level,
Westwood High was awarded
Istplace for their projects on

Ms. Stacey Adams, Administrative and Marketing Manager of First P .
Caribbean International Bank (FCIB) presented the FCIB Trophy for Contam(_enzed gardening and
the Most Environmentally Aware School to elated students of Port alternative Sour_ceS_Of energy
Morant Primary & Junior High. and Port Antonio High sec-

ond place for their project on

Thursday June 26, 2008 wagFCIB) Trophy, however, was S0lid Waste Management. At
a memorable day for Port not an easy feat for Port the Junior level, Mount Saint
Morant Primary and Junior Morant as the second andJoseph Prep won first place
High as they were named thethird place winners were nota- for their research project on

“Most Environmentally ble contenders. climate change, while West
Aware” ’ school in the Indies College Prep came sec-
Schools’ Environment Pro- ond with their project on En-

gramme national Competi_ In addltlon to Winning the
tion. The event was held at hational prize, Port Moran
the Terra Nova All Suites @lso won sectional prizes for

Hotel. Second and third Best Record Keeping, Best
place winners were St. Jame&nvironmental Display, Best The keynote speaker, Dr.

Co||ege and St. Jago CathecurriCUIUm Infusion and Best RUT Plgt?p;|nrgh}gi:[]0u%rr:ra-n'

dral Prep respectively. Ob-Whole School Approach. Sec_igulmgColreorgtio% ofeJameaig:a

taining the coveted First Car-ond place winner, St. James®! h P cularly im.

ibbean International Bank college won  sectional prizesSad She was particularly im-
for Best Income Generating Pressed with the level of

t ergy Conservation.
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CONGRATULATIONS ALL SEP REGIONAL ¢
Region Ist Place Senior 2nd Place Senior Ist Place Junior 2nd Place <
Portland - - - Liberty Leartr
tre
St. Ann/Trelawny Aabuthnott Gallimore - Mar jam Prep Bethany F
High
Westmore- - - Maryland All Age Sheffield £
land/Hanover
St. James St. James College - Roehampton Primary Vaughnsfielc
Kingston/St. Andrew - - St. Hugh's Prep Queens
St. Thomas Paul Bogle High Robert Lightbourne | Port Morant Primary| Grove Town
High & JH
St. Mary St. Mary High St. Mary Technical Clonmel P & JH Gayle Pri
High
St. Catherine - - St. Jago Cathedral PrepWatermount
Manchester Cross Keys High - Victoria Town all Age -
Clarendon - Denbigh High - Racecourse

Congratulatioreont’d from page 3

research that was conducted by the
students. In fact she stated thaty.

day is completiéer observing West-
wood High research project on the
production of ethanol from yam peel.
Her address to the audience included
the current effects of global climate
change and the need to conserve en-

ergy.

Sponsors in attendance were represen-
tatives from: Jamaica Energy Partners,

Ministry of Education, Industrial Gases
Limited, Toyota Jamaica, Petroleum

Dr. Ruth Potopsingh and guest looks on at St. Ja
climate change display.

Corporation of Jamaica, Nestle Jamaica Ltd., Jamaica
Producers, United Nations Environment Programme
and WINDALCO.

mes College
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- & SECTIONAL WINNERS FOR 2007/2008!
ice Junio Garbage Greening Your Environmental Club Environmental
Management School Research
earning Ce | Liberty Learning Centr¢ Port Antonio Learning Boundbrook Primary Reach Primary
tre Centre
ny Prima Columbus Prep Bethany Primary Mar Jam Prep Mar Jam Prep
2ld All Ac Churchill All Age Sheffield All Age Maryland All Age Sheffield All Age
sfield Prime St. James Prep Roehampton Primary St. James College St. James College
ens Pre St. Hugh's Prep Rock Hall All Age Lannaman’s Prep Hillel Academy
Our Lady of the Angels
Prep
own Prima Port Morant P & JH Port Morant P & JH | Golden Grove Primary Port Morant P & JH
2 Prima Epsom All Age Clonmel P & JH Port Maria Primary Clonmel P & JH
Free Hill Primary Gayle Primary
ount All Ac Jericho Primary Independence City | St. Jago Cathedral Prep Watermount All Age
- Cross Keys High - Cross Keys High Cross Keys High
Victoria Town All Age
urse Prim Racecourse Primary Denbigh High - -

Overwhelmingont'd from page 2

schools that have successfully imple-
mented the components of the
Schools’ Environment Programme.
Field trips were conducted at: Port
Morant Primary & Junior High (St.
Thomas), Port Antonio Learning Cen-
tre (Portland), Mount Saint Joseph
Prep (Manchester), St. James College
(St. James), Westwood High

(Trelawny), Clonmel Primary & Junig
High (St. Mary), Negril All Age

(Westmoreland) and St. Hugh's Pre
(Kingston & St. Andrew). Participants
viewed displays on various research

topics, were given guided tours of theand MUSIC.

lA teacher examines an intricate craft item made from sh
trip to Clonmel Primary & Junior High.

ells on the field

school compounds and were entertained by students on
environmental topics in the form of poetry, songs, dance
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The Editor’s Pick: Purchasing Environmentally Friendly vs.
Economy and the Society

The recently concluded SEP tively cheap, widely availabl@espite the fact that biode-
Professional Development  and is a sanitary product for orgradable food disposable con-
WorkshopsEnvironmental -time food and beverage uswiners (for example, those
Stewardship: Building a However, Styrofoam has itmade from sugarcane), are
green future for Jamaican disadvantagest is nonr now available on the market,
Schools,brought to my atten- biodegradable, it is a major coeseme schools continue to use
tion that many Jamaican schodifbutor to solid waste onStyrofoam primarily because
are yet to attain the status of school compounds, it is oftenf the cost and availability
“environmentally friendly euto-burnt, and most importantlywhile others are not aware
pia.” Whilst these schools havesmall amounts of styrene cahat more environmentally
excelled in other areas such aseach out of the Styrofoam intsafe products can be ob-
having litter free schools, beaufood or drink (Friend, 2005)tained. And even if schools
tiful school compounds or im- There are many health issudscided to revert to using
plemented functioning recyclinthat can arise from having styeusable containers to serve
programmes, environmental rene in the body. Long term dunch, there are now other
purchasing policies have mostighronic exposure to styrene isocial issues at hand. When |

been ignored. From the discus- was much younger and at-
sions generated at the work- tending primary  school,
shops, | have arrived at two lunches would be served in
conclusions. Firstly, some reusable plates or bowls. | am
schools are genuinely not aware now told that students refuse
that environmental issues to purchase lunches in these
should be considered when pur- containers because they are
chasing goods and services. Sec- not fashionable ( hip or mod-
ondly, others are aware how- ern). In fact, if the students
ever, given the financial con- do purchase lunch in reusable
strains that schools face daily containers, they would pre-

economics outweigh the envi- humans results in neurotoxicitffer to have their plates per-

ronment. i.e. effects on the central nergonalized. Ancillary workers
Iso complain of the ‘extra

ous system resulting in heaf" k 1o wash these contain
Let us look at the following scéches. fatigue, depression, e

nario: many schools provide %SS and hearing loss. Studfds

cooked meal for lunch in a S1§ave also shown that styrene is

rofoam (foamed polystyren otentlaIIcharccllno.genlc (Earthherefore, in order for our
container. Styrofoam is relazeSource Foundation). schools to move forward to a



“green future” there is the
need for some reform of pur

chasing practices and also a

change in the attitude and
behaviour of the school
population. Everybody
board members, principals,
teachers, students, parents
and ancillary workers need {
be aware of the benefits of
going “green.”

In addition, schools need to
decide why it is important to
purchase environmentally
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Funding from the Ministry of
Education

(0]

In August 2008, the Schools Environment Programme received
continued support from the Ministry of Education for the
2008/2009 academic year. The comprehensive programme will
be implemented in 160 schools island wide. Three hundred and
fifty schools will be invited to participate in the Professional De-
velopment Workshops. Schools in the comprehensive pro-
gramme will also receive supervised visit four times for the year.

On a recommendation from the Ministry of Education the Ad-
vanced Schools will not receive supervised visits for the

friendly products, what quali- 2008/2009 academic year, as they are expected to effectively

ties make a product environt

mentally friendly, and which
items the school want to fo-

carry out programme activities with minimal supervision. How-
ever, they are expected to participate in the annual Research
Competition and attend workshops.

cus on when considering
making more responsible pu

chases. Whether it is cleaning

products, appliances, food
containers or even notebook

policy should be put in place
by all schools and secondly
applying the policy to the pﬂ
chasing decisions that are

tually made, considering the
cost, quality, and quantity of
each item and how it fits intd
the school’s budge&de refer
ences on page 8).

Andrea Fendemgman

=

S.
In order to achieve this goal} a

NATIONAL SECTIONAL PRIZE WINNERS
2007/2008

Sectional Prizes School

Best Community Outreach | Reach Primary & Infant

Best record Keeping Port Morant Primary & JH

Best Income Generating Profgictlames College

Best Environmental Display Port Morant Primary & JH

Very Knowledgeable Studgn&. James College

Best Curriculum Infusion | Port Morant Primary & JH

Best Use of Recycling in Te&hiHgigh's Prep

Best Kept School Yard Clonmel Primary & JH

Most Creative Project St. Jago Cathedral Prep

Best Whole School Approagirort Morant Primary & JH
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We would like to express our sincere gratitude to our sponsors.

We look forward to your continued support.

Thank you.

Ministry of Education

Jamaica Environment Trust
11 Waterloo Road, Kingston 10
Tel: 9663693, Fax: 926212

Website: www.jamentrust.org

Editors: Diana McCaulay and Andreddéregdan



