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April 22nd is celebrated internationally as Earth Day. The theme for 
this year is “The Green Generation.” The current theme is a two year 
initiative that will culminate with the 40th anniversary celebration of 
Earth Day in 2010. For help with planning your Earth Day activities, 
check out this website:  http://ww2.earthday.net/earthday2009. 

 

On April 22, 2009, the Jamaica Environment Trust will be hosting its 
4th annual Caribbean Endemic Bird Festi-
val (CEBF) under the theme: “Birds in 
Our Culture.” This year’s activities are 
geared towards highlighting prominent en-
demic birds which are associated with Ja-
maican folklore, poems, proverbs and 
songs. You may also plan your Earth Day 
activities around this theme. For more in-
formation contact us at 960-3693 or jamen-

trust@cwjamaica.com.  

 

 

 

A Jamaican Proverb: “Bud fly too fas’ fly pas’ ’im 
nes’ .” 
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Throughout the year, you have 
worked with members of your 
environment club to reduce the 
volume of waste generated at 
your school, beautify the school 
grounds, embark on a school or 
community project, and investi-
gate an environmental issue. 
Chances are, your school will be 
assessed during the regional 
judging exercise scheduled for 
April to May 2009. 

 

Here are some tips to help you 
prepare for the competition: 

1. Begin your activities 
early– so you can identify 
hitches, and make alterna-
tive plans if needed. You do 
not want to place additional 
pressure on yourself and 
your students to implement 
an idea in the days leading 
up to judging. 

2. Involve your students in 
decision making– but 
provide guidance. Have the 
club members decide what 
projects to do both indoors 
and outdoors, especially the 
research topic. If students 
are enthusiastic about a 

January-Second School Visits 

February-Professional Develop-
ment Workshops 

April/May -Regional Judging 

May-National Judging; Final 
School Visits 

June-Awards Ceremony 

 SEP Calendar of  
Events 2009 

topic they will put out the 
effort to gather informa-
tion, and come up with 
creative means of display-
ing their work.  

3. Work consistently– to 
prevent unnecessary pres-
sure on yourself and your 
students. If you do a little 
bit of work each week, 
you will have sufficient 
time to fine tune your 
activities before they are 
assessed. 

4. Focus on one activity 
per category– and do 
them well. You do not 
want to end up with mul-
tiple incomplete projects. 
It is better to have one 
activity for each category 
done exceptionally well, 
than to have several half 
done projects. 

5. Keep good records– as 
these may be the only 
evidence you have at the 
time of judging. Make a 
note of your club activi-
ties each week in a log 
book. Where possible, 
take photographs, or 
short video clips of activi-

Schools’ Environment Programme Updates: Tips for judging... 

ties done as proof of your 
work. Things may change 
before and during judging 
for example there may be a 
drought. If there are no 
records, the judges will not 
be able to assess you ade-
quately. 

Remember, the judges will 
spend a maximum of one hour 
at your school, so  BE OR-
GANISED, to ensure all your 
hard work is shown, and given 
credit where it is due. 

GOOD LUCK! 
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Did you know… 

Jamaica is home to 28 species of endemic birds. Our endemic birds cannot be found any-
where else in the world. Why are our birds important to us? Our birds are important be-
cause they play a vital role in helping to maintain balanced ecosystems. In addition, they are 
an important part of our culture, art and recreation. Check out these cool functions that 
our endemic birds perform. 

IMPORTANTLY…OUR ENDEMIC BIRDS ARE PART OF OUR NATURAL HERITAGE. THEREFORE 
WE SHOULD LEARN TO PRESERVE AND PROTECT THEM AND THEIR HABITATS . 

POLLINATORS -Our hummingbirds pollinate certain flowers that 
produce nectar e.g. Hibiscus rosa-sinensis (Shoeblack). They help these 
flowers reproduce by spreading pollen from flower to flower. 

PEST CONTROL-In Jamaican folklore, the Jamaican Owl (Patoo) is said 
to be a sign of bad luck. However, this nocturnal bird helps to keep popula-
tions of insects and mice under control.  

SEED DISPERSAL– Fruit eating birds such as the 
Crested Quail Dove, Ringed-tailed Pigeon and Parrots 
help spread seeds in the forest. The birds eat and di-
gest the pulp of berries and other fruits but pass the 
seeds in their droppings. Some of these seeds germi-
nate into plants.  

RECREATION -Our birds are truly beautiful and 
fascinating creatures. Jamaica has attracted many bird 
lovers because of our diverse avifauna.  
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The Editor’s Pick: Water shortages...a global issue

Water is essential not only  

for human beings but also for  
all life on Earth  

In many parts of the world 
freshwater is a scarce com-
modity. For example, India 
uses water at about twice the 
rate it is naturally replenished. 
Ground water is dropping at 
rates of 3 to 10 feet per year. 
It is predicted that Dehli will 
run out of groundwater by 
2015. 

 
China is undergoing vast ru-
ral-to-urban population mi-
gration. As a result, two-thirds 
of China’s cities are facing 
severe water shortages. Cities 
like Beijing and Shanghai, 
have 45% of China’s 1.25 
billion people, two thirds of 
the nations cropland, but only 
one-fifth of its water. 

 

The populations that face the 
greatest challenges of acquir-
ing sufficient water live in  

Less than 2% of the world’s 
water is freshwater. However, 
this amount is affected by 
industrial pollution, disease 

developing, least developed and 
landlocked countries and  small 
island developing states. Cur-
rently, about one billion of the 
estimated 6.6 billion people in 
the world  do not have access to 
safe water (UNESCO); the 
United Nations estimates this 
number will increase to 2.3 bil-
lion by the year 2025. The 
World Health Organization re-
ports that nearly half of all peo-
ple in developing countries suf-
fer from diseases such as chol-
era, diarrhea, trachoma, or in-
festation with schistosomiasis, 
ascaris, guinea worm, and hook-
worm all associated with insuffi-
cient or poor drinking water. 

What is causing this water 
shortage? 

Water covers 70% of the planet 
but more than 97.5% of the 
surface water is ocean which is 
too saline for general use. Of 
the remaining 2.5%, almost all 
(about 87%) is locked in the 
polar icecaps or in deep under-
ground aquifers. In the end, less 
than 1% of the world’s freshwa-
ter (or about 0.007%) is readily 
accessible for direct human use. 

 

The amount of available fresh-
water is affected by: 

-Increasing world population. 
As population grows, the de-
mand for industrial, agricul-
tural and domestic water in-
creases.  

-Drought; desertification. 

-Over extraction mostly for 
irrigation purposes. 

-Pollution from industry, sew-
age, pesticides. 

-The effects of climate change, 
resulting in less rainfall in cer-
tain areas. 

Water is now a catalyst for 
conflict in some parts of the 
world. For example, Egypt (see 
map), whose population of 68 
million may reach 97 million 
by 2025, gets essentially no 
rainfall. All agriculture is irri-
gated by seasonal floods from 
the Nile River, and from water 
stored behind the Aswan High 
Dam (which has its own envi-
ronmental implications). Any 
interference with water flow by 
Sudan or Ethiopia could result 
in crop failure in Egypt. In 
recent years Ethiopia has 
shown interest in developing  
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The Editor’s Pick: Water shortages...a global issue 

Children of  a culture born in a water-rich environment, 
we have never really learned how important water is to 

us. We understand it, but do not respect it. 

-William Ashworth, Nor any Drop to Drink, 1982- 

In the media we often see , entire communities 
expressing their disgust at  having dry pipes 
(sometimes for many decades) or no safe drink-
ing water. 

Despite the fact that water shortage is a  reality 
for many Jamaicans, the island is  not lacking in 
freshwater resources, at least not yet.  Jamaica 
has over 100 streams and rivers, and aquifers 
underlie approximately 63% of the land area 
(Water Resources Authority, 1999) . Current 
weather patterns,  have provided sufficient rain-
fall to recharge our aquifers. What is required by 
the NWC is a system that effectively harvests, 
stores, treats and delivers a steady supply of wa-
ter to meet the demands of the growing Jamaican 
population. 

How will this be achieved? Firstly, proper water-
shed management is required. Our ability to 
store sufficient water is lost if sediments (caused 
largely from deforestation) fill up our water stor-
age areas. Cont’d on page 6... 

the head waters of the Nile, since the need for 
water especially in its rural areas there is severe. 
However, Egypt is unlikely to take kindly to 
such a development.  

 

An awareness of the global water crisis should 
serve to put our own water concerns into per-
spective. A recently published article in The 
Daily Observer, dated February 17, 2009, by 
Ken Chaplin lamented the fact that the current 
supply of potable water by the National Water 
Commission (NWC) is not enough to meet the 
demands of the Jamaican people.  

N 
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The system of potable water 
delivery needs to be significantly 
improved. We need to prevent 
water loss due to leaks; too of-
ten we have observed broken 
mains losing gallons of water. 
Most importantly, our freshwa-
ter resources, rivers, streams 
and aquifers should be pro-
tected at all cost. I recently, vis-
ited a tributary of the Rio Co-
bre. Several heaps of solid waste 
were observed on the banks and 

large pieces of discarded appli-
ances floated in the river… the 
area is being used as a waste 
disposal site. Jamaica is blessed 
with abundant freshwater re-
sources. The government and 
its citizens need to play a critical 
role in implementing measures 
to preserve this precious com-
modity. 

 

References: to be added 

 

 

The Editor’s Pick: Water shortages...a global issue 

WATER CONSERVATION TIPS  

We can all make a difference in combating the global water shortage by practicing simple conserva-

tion measures. Here are a few water saving tips to get you started: 

-Educate students, faculty, and administrative staff on the benefits and methods of conserving wa-

ter.  

-Check for drips and leaks. Get someone to fix leaking taps and toilets as soon as possible. 

-Keep your eyes open for signs of underground leaks, like a patch of grass that is growing better 

than the rest, or a wet spot on your concrete. 

-Ask students to bring a water bottle to school and keep refilling it rather than using the taps. At the 

end of the day, any left-over water can be poured on the garden. 

-Start a 'Water Saving' club. Members of the club can monitor leaking taps, design posters on water 
saving tips, and tell friends about their achievements. 

Andrea Fender-Longman 



 

AERATE 

AQUA 

AQUEDUCT 

AQUIFER 

ARTESIAN 

BATH 

CLOUD 

CONDENSE 

CYCLE 

DAM 

DISTILL 

DROUGHT 

EVAPORATE 

FISH 

FLOW 

GALLON 

HAIL  

HUMIDITY  

IRRIGATE 

MINERALS 

MOLECULE 

OCEAN 

PERCOLATION 
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S I N K A E R A T E A T A N K B I C D O R G A N I S M 

E N V I R O N M E N T E F G D H F C O N D E N S E A D 

D S O G H I P S P R I N K L E R I J Q R K L M E N T R 

I O P W Q E G L E E R S O I M S T U E D V F L O W U I 

M L X Y S W G A U N R C Z F I A H T R A R U B E C R L 

E I C O D E E R L M E C E E N D I O R I C I L E T A L 

N D H F G T H A O L B R O I E L J N T E V B N L K T L 

T R E A T M E N T U O I G L R M N O L P A E E K P E P 

A C M H R Q R K E H N N N Y A F R O S T S M R T F O G 

T H I U A U A K R E E D W G L T M U O C S E V W R U X 

I L C M N O A Y Z V R R A E S P I P E Y W T I D E Z N 

O O A I S L B C G A S H H O L G L O H C A E J R F F A 

N R L D P A R T S P E R M I L L I O N L M R O O S A R 

X I S I I J M M T O R C A D I R D L J E P Z D U F U T 

R N L T R W A T E R X E R T T E H Y D R O L O G I C E 

U E E Y A D Q U A A C A S L E S H A I L V D R H L E S 

N S E S T V U B M T H I I S Z O B O I L I J K T T T I 

O I T Z I A A Q U E D U C T U U V L K U J E E I E H A 

F L C L O U D P C J B N A T U R A L Q S E N T J R T N 

F T X J N K D U O C E A N Z E C E I R R I G A T E J P 

Q U A L I T Y M O R A I N S J E L K C L S U R F A C E 

D E W A T M O S P H E R R B A T H S H Y D R A N T H G 

WATER word find  
Adapted from Big Sioux Water Festival 

Here are the 
words you 
should be 

able to find  



Ministry of Education  

Editors: Diana McCaulay  and  Andrea Fender-Longman 

Jamaica Environment Trust 

11 Waterloo Road, Kingston 10 

Tel: 960-3693, Fax: 926-0212 

  Website: www.jamentrust.org 

 

We would like to express our sincere gratitude to our sponsors. 

We look forward to your continued support.  

Thank you. 

 


